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WARM Conference 


A wonderful thing happened 
at the 1996 General Confer- 
ence in Denver. Four groups, 
the Women’s Caucus, Affirma- 
tion, the Reconciling Congre- 
gation Program and the Meth- 
odist Federation for Social 
Action united to form a WARM 
coalition. Although each 
group maintained its own 
identity and carried out its 
own program, the coalition 
shared office, meeting and 
resource space, coordinated 
meetings, and benefited from 
mutuai interactions. 


Affirmation is taking the lead 
to call together representa- 
tives from each of the WARM 
caucuses to plan for a joint 
presence at General Confer- 
ence 2000 in Cleveland. To 
this end, Affirmation has 
reserved space in Cleveland 
for a strategic planning meet- 
ing in May, 1998. There will 
be a further report in the next 
newsletter. V 


| INOUE | 
| There will NOT. a gathering, in| October’ (see! story above) | 


Eromeny a for am 


Affirmation to Concentrate 
on Advocacy 


The Affirmation organization will concentrate its 
efforts on making changes within The United Method- 
sit Church, it was announced by the Council at its 
recent meeting. The recent statements urging the 
church to support same-gender convenantal relation- 
ships is but one example. And Affirmation is already 
preparing for a presence at the 2000 General Confer- 
ence. 


While advocacy has always been one area of Affirma- 
tion’s efforts, the decision has been made not to do 
programs and gatherings. These functions are being 
performed well by Affirmation’s offspring, the Recon- 
ciling Congregation Program (an example being the 
900 people that gathered in July in Atlanta). So con- 
trary to previous announcement, there will not be a 
gathering in Nashville in October—only a Council 
meeting (to which any member may attend). V 
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DEADLINE DATE 


November 1, 1997 


Have a Great Halloween! 


1997 NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 


WINTER 


PUBLICATION DATE 


December 1, 1997 


All submissions should be sent to: 


George F. Hodgdon 
Newsletter Editor 
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AFFIRMATION NEWSLETTER TO GO ON-LINE! 


In an effort to keep up with the electronic age, the Affirmation Newsletter 
plans to go “on-line” in the not-too-distant future. If you would like 
to receive your Affirmation Newsletter via e-mail rather than snail-mail, 
please send us your e-mail address. 


Name: 


Snail Mail Address: 


E-Mail Address (please be case-specific): 


Thanks! Please send this to: Affirmation, P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204 
or if you prefer you can e-mail this information to us at: umaffirm@concentric.net 
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Speaking For Ourselves 


“Does this mean you don’t want us anymore?” 


In April 1997, Affirmation adopted a new mission statement that identifies Affirmation as “an activ- 


ist caucus of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people organized to speak for ourselves.” 
Since then, several of our long-time friends and supporters who are straight have contacted us to 
ask whether their membership, ideas, support and presence are still welcome. 


We answer, “Of course they are!” 


We are making a distinction here between the membership of Affirmation, which is open to all 


who support our goals, and the voice of Affirmation, which will be explicitly lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and/or transgendered in its point of view. We've done this as a way of recognizing that Affirmation 
is the only caucus group that can take this role. 


For too long, GLBT United Methodists have been marginalized in official church conversations 
about homosexuality. In claiming to “speak for ourselves,” we are insisting that it is not sufficient 
for straight supporters and straight detractors to carry on conversations and make decisions about 
the value and calling of our lives without including us, explicitly, in the conversations. 


We hope our straight supporters and friends will continue their membership. We desire and seek 
your support, input, love and challenges. We also hope you recognize the importance of claiming 
our own voice. V 
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AFFIRMATION NEWSLETTER FREE TO NEW MEMBERS! 


New members of Affirmation are being offered a free one-year subscription to the Affirmation 
Newsletter. If you know folks whom you think might be interested in learning more about Affirma- 
tion’s work, give us their name and address and we'll send them the next four issue free of charge 
with a one-year membership. This offer includes seminarians, local church folk, and all who want 
to know more about Affirmation. V 


Your Contributions Get the Word OQut! 


The activist, organized, effective voice of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
persons (and friends) within the UMC needs your financial support. 


Memberships are very important, but provide for less than half the costs. 


Please renew your memberhip, if due (the date due is on your mailing label). 
Please consider additional contributions to support your organization! 
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Affirmation: United Methodists 
for Lesbian, Gay and 
Bisexual Concerns 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Tel. (847) 733-9590 
E-Mail: 
umaffirm @ concentric.net 


Affirmation Newsletter is pub- 
lished quarterly. 


The official views of Affirma- 
tion are stated by the Co- 
Spokespersons. 


Opinions offered in signed col- 
umns, letters and articles are 
those of the writers and do not 
necessarily represent the opin- 
ions of Affirmation. 


We reserve the right to edit or 
reject any material submitted 
for publication. 


Happy 
“Thank 4g toting 
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From the July 1997 issue of Shalom to You, published by 
Shalom Ministries, P.O. Box 66147, Portland, OR 97290: 


A QUADRILATERAL 


Reason 

Eighty percent of lesbian, gay and bisexual youth report 
severe isolation problems. They experience social 
isolation (having no one to talk to), emotional isolation 
(feeling distanced from family and peers because of sexual 
identity) and cognitive isolation (lack of access to good 
information about sexual orientation and homosexuality). 


Half of all lesbian and gay youth interviewed report that 
their parents rejected them due to their sexual orientation. 


Forty-five percent of gay males and twenty percent of 
lesbian females experience verbal or physical assault in 
high school. Twenty-eight percent of these youth drop out 
of school because of harassment regarding their sexual 
orientation. 


Gay youth are two to three times more likely to attempt 
suicide than heterosexual young people. Up to thirty 
percent of the completed youth suicides are committed by 
lesbian and gay youth annually. 

Hetrick-Martin Institute, 1992 


Tradition 

Youth experience alienation and rejection by society, family 
and the church when dealing with sexual-identity issues, 
including homosexuality. For many youth, the only 
perceived way out is suicide. 

United Methodist Church, 1996 


Experience 
He’d already cut his thumb, nicked his wrist. He’d tried 


prayer, alcohol, an ex-gay fellowship and force of will. 
Nothing took it away, this despised attraction to men. He’d 
come, he thought, to his final option. Razor blade in hand, 
he made one last desperate call. “They say | choose to be 
gay,” he said, “but | don’t. | choose to be straight, but | 
can't.” 

1997 


Scripture 

David intoned this lamentation over Saul and his son 
Jonathan: | am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; 
greatly beloved were you to me; your love to me was 
wonderful, passing the love of women. 

2 Samuel 1:17, 26 


Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
Romans 13:8 
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Excerpts from a Reconciling Congre- 
eg Program Report, dated June 


God has richly blessed the Reconciling Con- 
gregation Program (RCP) during this past year! 


This program year began last April with our un- 
precedented, massive Open the Doors witness 
at the General Conference. 


Thousands of General Conference delegates 
and observers arrived in Denver to discover 
posters in downtown stores and restaurants de- 
claring “Open the Doors” in English, Spanish 
and Korean. 


An RCP press conference drew several hun- 
dred persons to "hear dramatic stories of dis- 
crimination against lesbian, gay and bisexual 
persons in churches. 


Fifteen bishops signed a statement calling on 
the church to “break the silence” on the pain 
being inflicted upon gay, lesbian and bisexual 
persons and their families—and to “open the 
doors." 


General Conference may well have never seen 
such a far-reaching, stirring witness. The in- 
creased stature and prominence which the 
RCP received through Open the Doors rippled 
out from Denver. In the weeks immediately fol- 
lowing the General Conference: 


Dozens of students banded to- 
gether to form MoSAIC, Methodist 
Students for an All-Inclusive Church. 


Oregon-ldaho and Wisconsin conferences 
voted to become the 5th and 6th Reconcil- 
ing Conferences. 


The Open the Doors witness was a “way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert” for so 
many United Methodists. 


Reconciling UMs Cross Thresholds 


The ground swell of support which Open the 
Doors created was channeled into increased 
local RCP activity. Last fall the RCP staff 
worked with local RCP leaders to hold 
“Threshold Meetings” to address ways to ex- 
pand the RC movement in many locales. 
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Over 540 Reconciling UMs gathered for Thresh 

old Meetings in 22 annual conferences. These 
locally-led events occurred in all five jurisdic- 
tions and were often the first time Reconciling 
UMs had come together. 


Recognizing that our strength as a grass roots 
movement depends upon the vitality of our 
movement at the local level, RCP staff began 
designing a leadership training program which 
will be a program emphasis in the coming 
1997-98 year. 


Evangelism and Outreach Expand Movement 


Efforts of staff, board members and volunteers 
generated new growth in all dimensions of the 
RC movement. 


Sixteen congregations and six campus minis- 
tries became “reconciling” this year bringing 
our total to 127 Reconciling Congregations, 18 
Reconciling Campus Ministries, along with 6 
Reconciling Conferences and numerous other 
“reconciling” groups. 


Continued efforts to enroll Reconciling UMs 
resulted in over 11,000 Reconciling UMs, 
including 500 Reconciling Youth/Students, 500 
Reconciling Parents and 1,200 Reconciling 


Clergy. 


The RC movement continued to reach out to 
new constituencies by staffing a display at the 
convention of Parents, Friends and Families of 
Lesbians and Gay (PFLAG) and Black Method- 
ists for Church Renewal (BMCR). 


The national staff increased with the addition of 
Katrina Williamson as office manager and Trey 
Hall as campus intem. 


New Resources Strengthen Movement 


The growin of the RC movement was sup- 
ported by the creation of new resources. 


Claiming the Promise: An Ecumenical Welcom- 
ing Bible Study Resource on Homosexuality 


widely acclaimed upon its publication in 
Nanuary. the RCP speaieaded his joint ven- 
ture with ten other lesbian/gay-affirming 


Christian groups. 


A new bimonthly newsletter to communicate 
with Reconciling UMs, Katalyst, was launched 
Please tum to Page Six... . 


Page Five 


. “Excerpts” from Page Five. . . 
in September. The inaugural issue of 7apes- 


try, newsletter of Methodist Students for an All- 
Inclusive Church, was also published. 


Open Hands once again proved its position on 
the cutting edge of Christian publications with 
its “Transgender Realities” issue last fall. 


The Winter Open Hands published the com- 
plete “welcoming” list of 735 churches, 36 cam- 
pus ministries, 29 judicatories and 4 national 
ministries in ten denominations. A 25% 
increase over a year earlier! 


You can read more about our accomplish- 
ments this last year, along with our financial 
Statements, by requesting a copy of the 1996- 
97 annual report from the office [3801 N. Kee- 
ler Ave., Chicago, IL 60641]. 


Success Breeds New Challenges 


We are truly at a crossroads—a new place in 
our history. Our powerful witness across the 
church this past year has raised the RCP to a 
new level of prominence and stature in The 
United Methodist Church. Quite frankly, we 
are probably one of the largest and strongest 
mevements for justice that our church has ever 
seen! 


Evidence of our success can be seen in the 
Current actions of the conservative Good News 
Caucus to discredit us. As we write this letter, 
Good News is undertaking a major media and 
mail initiative spreading misinformation about 
the RCP. Resolutions to disavow the RC 
movement are coming before many annual 
conferences this month. 


We receive this Good News endeavor as the 
highest form of compliment. It is because of all 
of our accomplishments that opposition is be- 
coming more vocal. 


We also see this as the greatest external chal- 
lenge we have ever faced. 


We are not asking for your support for a coun- 
terattack. That’s just not our style. And such 
negative methods would compromise our basic 
message that God’s love reaches out to all per- 
sons.. 


Instead your support is needed so that we can 
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even more boldly and broadly proclaim our 
“good news:” 


Y Reconciling Congregations and Campus 
Ministries are thriving in their witness 
and ministries of God’s all-embracing 
love; and 


Y Persons long estranged from the church 
are making commitments to be disciples 
of Jesus Christ. 


The overall goal of the RCP for this coming 
year is to expand the RC movement in num- 
bers, in diversity, and in strength. 


Above all, rejoice with us that God is doing 
“new things” in our midst. For so many United 
Methodists the RC movement is a “way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” V 
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Affirmation seeks to: 
- coordinate advocacy with supportive United 

Methodist groups; 
respond to opportunities for ecumenical and 
interfaith witness and action; 
sponsor education and information services; 
inform members of activities in the church that may 
be of interest and offer suggestions as to possible 
responses. 


interested in knowing more about: 

Becoming a member of national Affirmation and 

receive the quarterly newsletter. 

Affirmation groups or events in my region or city. 
Starting a local group. 

| want to provide financial support for the work of 
Affirmation. Enclosed is a donation of $ 


Name 
Street Address 
City State_ Zip 


Phone Annual Conference 


All Affirmation correspondence is mailed discretely. 
All contributions to national Affirmation are tax deductible. 


Mail to: 
Affirmation 
United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay 
and Bisexual Concerns 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204. 
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